Married for Life: A Scriptural Outline of Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage

* Genesis 2:18-25 — God created woman to be both a companion and a helper for
man. He created her from man’s own flesh, and instituted marriage to reunite
them as one flesh.

* Matthew 19:3-6 — When asked if it is ok to get divorced for any reason, Jesus
quotes God’s word from Genesis 2, and says we should not separate what God
has joined together (the union of flesh in marriage).

* Mark 10:1-9 — (Mark’s account of the discussion from Matthew 19)

* Hosea (entire book) — God chooses a man named Hosea (753-715 BC) to be a
living example of His love for His people Israel, who have been unfaithful to
Him. He tells Hosea to marry an adulterous wife, Gomer, and to seek her out
and bring her back with love when she leaves him for another. He then uses
this example to tell Israel of His love for her, His anger at her for her
unfaithfulness, and His desire for her to return to Him and His love.

* Isaiah 50:1-2 — By the time God chooses Isaiah (740-681 BC) to be His messenger
to Israel, He has had enough of their unfaithfulness. Because of Israel’s
continuing unfaithfulness to God and refusal to return to Him, despite His
repeated loving invitations of grace, He gave her a certificate of divorce and
sent her away.

* Jeremiah 3:6-20 — Through Jeremiah (627-586 BC), God displays powerful emotion
as He cries out for Israel to return to Him. Even though He had divorced her
and sent her away because of her adulterous unfaithfulness, he cries out again
from His heart for her to return to His loving, forgiving arms.

* Malachi 2:10-16 — Through Malachi (460-430 BC), God speaks very sternly against
breaking covenant by breaking faith. Revealing strong emotion, He says He
hates divorce, as well as violence within the marriage covenant. Given the
history of His relationship with Israel, as laid out in Hosea, Isaiah, Jeremiah,
and the other prophets, it should not surprise us that he feels so strongly about
divorce and the breaking of the marriage covenant. He has experienced this
pain firsthand.
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* Matthew 5:31-32 — Jesus teaches that the only reason someone can be released
from their marriage covenant through divorce is if the spouse has been
unfaithful * Otherwise, the divorcing spouses become adulterers (when they
marry someone else). *I7 is important to understand that the Greek word ‘porneia,”
which is translated here and elsewhere as “marital unfaithfulness,” has one very clear
meaning. 1t refers to sexual sin — adultery — and cannot be understood to mean anything else.

* Matthew 19:7-9 — When Jesus’ initial response to their question about the
permissibility of divorce is not to their liking, the Pharisees tried to make it
seem that Moses’ law clearly permitted divorce for just about any reason. Jesus
responds that this was never God’s intention, and that divorce and remarriage,
except for reasons of marital unfaithfulness,* is an act of adultery.

* Deuteronomy 24:1-4 — This is the portion of the law of Moses to which the
Pharisees and Jesus referred. It does mention husbands giving their wives a
certificate of divorce “because he finds something indecent about her.”
However, the point of this particular law is not to explain lawful reasons for
divorce or to offer proper procedures for getting divorced. The point is
actually to state that it is “detestable” to divorce your mate, marry another,
divorce the second mate, and then remarry your first mate.

* Mark 10:10-12 — Jesus tells his disciples that divorce and remarriage is an act of
adultery.

* Luke 16:18 — Jesus states that divorce and remarriage is adultery.

* 1 Corinthians 7:10-11 — Paul affirms the Lord’s command not to divorce. With
Moses-like concession, he says that if one does divorce, the only options are
celibacy or reconciliation with one’s ex-spouse.

* 1 Corinthians 7:12-16 — Paul tells married Christians not to divorce an unbelieving
spouse just because of the faith difference. Your godly influence on your mate
and children may ultimately win them over to Christ. However, if the
unbelieving spouse wants to leave, the Christian is released from the marriage
covenant because of God’s call to live at peace.

* 1 Corinthians 7:1-9, 25-40 — In reference to several different scenarios, Paul argues
that celibacy is a gift from God that allows a Christian great freedom as a
minister of the gospel. He tries to persuade anyone with the gift of being able
to live in celibacy to do so for the sake of the kingdom. However, he plainly
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teaches that those without the gift of enduring celibacy should marry, and that
married people should enjoy sex regularly with their mates.

* 1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35 — In these two stories, Saul disobeys God’s instructions
out of a seemingly well-intentioned desire to improvise and “improve” on
God’s instructions. Because of his disobedience, God rejects Saul as king.
This example still serves as a warning today not to attempt to change or go
around God’s commands to suit our way of thinking.

* A study of these passages, along with the rest of scripture, offers a very clear and
consistent message from God about marriage: Marriage is for life. Do not break
the marriage covenant by way of adultery or divorce. Freedom to divorce and
marry another is only given to one whose mate has committed adultery. The
high degree of debate and disagreement among Christians about God’s teaching on
marriage, divorce, and remarriage seems to be more about our own consideration of
our circumstances and desires (as in 1 Samuel 13 & 15) than any lack of clarity on
God’s part.

* We are called to obey God in all things, even when it means denying our own
desires or logic. We do well to consider how serious God is about disobedience. He
gives us rules, because He knows what is best for us, whether we understand all His
rules or not. He expects to be obeyed. At the same time, we live in hope because of
God’s amazing grace. God expects us to show grace and mercy to one another if we
expect to receive the same from Him. The following passages offer some insight into
why God gives us the rules He does, and how we are to respond to those who have

broken those rules (as we all have). There are certainly many more passages that
could be listed.

* Luke 11:11-13 — God, our Father in heaven, delights in giving us good gifts and
taking good care of us. He loves us and wants what is best for us. This is reflected in
many places throughout scripture.

* John 10:10 — Jesus came to give us life to the full. He didn’t come and offer his life
and teachings to rob us of joy, but to increase our joy to its fullest measure.

* John 8:2-11 — When a woman was caught in the very act of adultery and brought
before Jesus to be condemned, he lovingly offered her his amazing grace, along with
the command to leave her sinful ways.
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